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✓✓ Unit 4A 

 

1. Swipe /swaɪp/ verb 

to hit or to try to hit someone or 

something by swinging your arm or 

an object very quickly   

She swiped me across the face. 

 

2. Helpline /ˈhelplaɪn/ noun 

a telephone number that you can 

ring if you need advice or 

information 

The helpline is for both authorities. 

 

3. Prohibition /ˌprəʊhəˈbɪʃən $ ˌproʊ-/ 

noun 

the act of saying that something is 

illegal 

the prohibition of the sale of 

firearms 

 

4. Incident /ˈɪnsɪdənt/ noun 

an event, especially one that is 

unusual, important, or violent 

Roads were sealed off because of a 

major incident. 

 

5. Interrupt /ˌɪntəˈrʌpt/verb 

to stop someone from continuing 

what they are saying or doing by 

suddenly speaking to them, making 

a noise etc   

Will you stop interrupting me! 

 

6. Aria /ˈɑːriə/ noun 

a song that is sung by only one 

person in an opera or oratorio 

Della Jones brings a new vitality to 

her mezzo arias. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. point at /pɔɪnt/ 

phrasal verb 

to show the position or direction of 

something by extending a finger or 

other pointed object towards it 

I pointed at the boy sitting nearest 

me. 

 

8. Ruined /ˈruːɪnd/ adjective 

a ruined building has been almost 

completely destroyed   

a ruined castle 

 

 

9. Protest /prəˈtest $ ˈprə-/ verb 

to say that you strongly disagree 

with or are angry about something 

because you think it is wrong or 

unfair   

‘I don’t see why I should take the 

blame for this!’ she protested. 

 

 

10. Auditorium /ˌɔːdəˈtɔːriəm $ ˌɒː-/ 

noun 

the part of a theatre where people sit 

when watching a play, concert etc 

We gathered in an auditorium and 

watched a videotape. 

 

11. Fine /faɪn/ noun 

money that you have to pay as a 

punishment 

a £40 fine 
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12. Ban /bæn/ noun 

an official order that prevents 

something from being used or done 

a total ban on cigarette advertising 

 

13. Audience /ˈɔːdiəns $ ˈɒː-, ˈɑː-/ noun 

a group of people who come to 

watch and listen to someone 

speaking or performing in public   

The audience began clapping and 

cheering. 

 

14. Policy /ˈpɒləsi $ ˈpɑː-/ noun 

a way of doing something that has 

been officially agreed and chosen 

by a political party, a business, or 

another organization 

a foreign policy adviser 

 

15. Reception /rɪˈsepʃən/ noun 

the act of receiving radio, television, 

or other signals, or the quality of 

signals you receive   Mobile phone 

users have complained of poor 

reception in the area. 

 

16. Intermission /ˌɪntəˈmɪʃən $ -tər-/ 

noun 

a short period of time between the 

parts of a play, concert etc  

SYN interlude 

After the first two films there was an 

intermission. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

17. Compulsory 

/kəmˈpʌlsəri/ 

adjective 

something that is compulsory must 

be done because it is the law or 

because someone in authority 

orders you to 

the threat of compulsory 

redundancies 

 

18. Recline /rɪˈklaɪn/ verb 

if you recline a seat, or if it reclines, 

you lower the back of the seat so 

that you can lean back in it 

The seats reclined and had footrests, 

tray tables and reading lights. 

19. Dilemma /dəˈlemə, daɪ-/ noun 

a situation in which it is very 

difficult to decide what to do, 

because all the choices seem equally 

good or equally bad   

a moral dilemma 

 

20. Specialize (also specialise British 

English) /ˈspeʃəlaɪz/ verb 

to limit all or most of your study, 

business etc to a particular subject 

or activity 

Simmons specialized in contract 

law. 
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21. Manner /ˈmænə $ -ər/noun 

the way in which something is done 

or happens 

It seemed rather an odd manner of 

deciding things. 

 

22. Etiquette /ˈetɪket $ -kət/ noun 

the formal rules for polite behaviour 

in society or in a particular group   

strict rules of professional etiquette 

 

23. Demonstrate /ˈdemənstreɪt/ verb 

to show or prove something clearly   

The study demonstrates the link 

between poverty and malnutrition. 

 

24. Rude /ruːd/adjective 

speaking or behaving in a way that 

is not polite and is likely to offend 

or annoy people  

SYN impolite  

OPP polite 

a rude remark 

 

25. Impersonal /ɪmˈpɜːsənəl $ -ɜːr-/ 

adjective 

not showing any feelings of 

sympathy, friendliness etc   

Business letters do not have to be 

impersonal and formal. 

 

26. Inconsiderate 

/ˌɪnkənˈsɪdərət◂/adjective 

not caring about the feelings, needs, 

or comfort of other people  

SYN thoughtless  

OPP considerate   

inconsiderate motorists 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

27. Apply 

/əˈplaɪ/verb  

to use 

something such as a method, idea, 

or law in a particular situation, 

activity, or process 

These ideas are often difficult to 

apply in practice. 

 

28. Monopolize /məˈnɒpəlaɪz $ -ˈnɑː-/ 

verb 

to have complete control over 

something so that other people 

cannot share it or take part in it   

The company has monopolized the 

soft drinks market. 

 

29. Aggressive /əˈɡresɪv/adjective 

behaving in an angry threatening 

way, as if you want to fight or attack 

someone  Jim’s voice became 

aggressive. 

aggressively adverb 

 

30. Accompany /əˈkʌmpəni/ verb  

to go somewhere with someone 

Children under 14 must be 

accompanied by an adult. 

 

31. Criticize /ˈkrɪtɪsaɪz/verb 

to express your disapproval of 

someone or something, or to talk 

about their faults OPP praise 

Ron does nothing but criticize and 

complain all the time. 
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Affectionate /əˈfekʃənət/adjective 

showing in a gentle way that you 

love someone and care about them 

SYN loving 

Jo is very affectionate towards her. 

 

✓✓ Unit 4B 

1. Popularize /ˈpɒpjələraɪz $ ˈpɑː-/ 

verbto make something well known 

and liked  Bob Marley popularized 

reggae music in the 1970s. 

 

2. Optimistic /ˌɒptəmɪstɪk◂ $ ˌɑːp-/ 

adjective believing that good things 

will happen in the future  

OPP pessimistic 

Bankers are cautiously optimistic 

about the country’s economic 

future. 

 

3. Pessimistic /ˌpesəˈmɪstɪk◂/ 

adjective 

expecting that bad things will 

happen in the future or that 

something will have a bad result 

OPP optimistic   

a pessimistic view of life 
 

4. frustrated 

/frʌˈstreɪtɪd $ ˈfrʌstreɪtɪd/ adjective 

feeling annoyed, upset, and 

impatient, because 

you cannot control 

or change a situation, 

or achieve something   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He gets 

frustrated when 

people don’t 

understand 

what he’s trying to say. 

 

5. Notice /ˈnəʊtɪs $ ˈnoʊ-/ noun 

when you notice or pay attention to 

someone or something   

I waved but they took no notice. 
 

6. Karaoke /ˌkæriˈəʊki $ ˌkɑːrəˈoʊ-/ 

noun 

an activity that people do for 

entertainment, in which someone 

sings a popular song while a 

karaoke machine plays the music to 

the song   

a karaoke bar 
 

7. Outgoing /ˌaʊtˈɡəʊɪŋ◂ $ -ˈɡoʊ-/ 

adjective someone who is outgoing 

likes to meet and talk to new 

people  We’re looking for someone 

with an outgoing personality. 

✓✓ Unit 4B – Listening 

1. Octave /ˈɒktəv, -teɪv $ ˈɑːk-/ noun 

the range of musical notes between 

the first note of a scale and the last 

one  

A robin's song spans less than an 

octave. 
 

2. Tune /tjuːn $ tuːn/ 

noun 

a series of musical notes that 

are played or sung and are 

nice to listen to  

SYN melody   

That’s a nice tune. 


